


Letter from the Chair 
 
Esteemed Delegates,  

Welcome to HallMUN! I am Kaitlyn Akroush, you chair for this committee. I am 
currently a second year student at Seton Hall University, double majoring in 
Diplomacy/International Relations and Philosophy.  

 
I have been a part of the Seton Hall United Nations Association since my 

freshman year and have truly enjoyed every bit of it. I have traveled and attended 
multiple conferences, participating in both GA and Crisis Committees. This crisis 
committee in particular will deal with the Greek economic crisis of 2015, caused by both 
the 2007 global financial crisis as well as Greece’s own financial limitations and 
EU-imposed austerity measures. Background information is crucial to this committee, as 
delegates will need to examine both the causes and effects of this fragile economy. As 
a committee, it is up to you to find resourceful and practical solutions to the imminent 
crisis Greece faces. Will you steer the country on a new path to economic 
independence and prosperity, or will you continue to rely on external resources 
indefinitely?   

 
The staff of the “Less Money, More Problems, the Cabinet of Alexis Tspiras, 

2015” have invested time to construct the topics of discussion and we are eager to see 
how you plan to solve the many problems presented. We wish you the best of luck with 
your research and preparation. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to 
email.  
Καλή τύχη! Good luck!   

Best,  
Kaitlyn Akroush  

Chair, “Less Money, More Problems, the 
Cabinet of Alexis Tspiras, 2015”  

kaitlyn.akroush@student.shu.edu  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Letter from the Crisis Director  
 
Hello Delegates!  
  
Welcome to the first ever HallMun! My name is Devin Smith, and I’m very excited to be                 
your crisis director for Alexis Tsipras’ cabinet.  
  
I’m originally from a small town called New Egypt, not far from the Jersey Shore, and                
I’m a senior here at Seton Hall University majoring in Diplomacy with a minor in Middle                
Eastern Studies. I’ve been doing Model UN since I was in 8th grade all the way back in                  
2012, and I’m coming out of Model UN retirement to host one last conference. I am                
extremely excited to spend it working with a committee that I’m sure will be fun,               
fast-paced, and maybe a little crazy.  
  
A combination of playing endless hours of games like Sid Meier’s Civilization, Crusader             
Kings, and Europa Universalis along with snapping up all of the Percy Jackson books              
as they came out left me with a deep fascination of Greek history and politics. Even as a                  
high schooler I would closely follow international news, watching closely as Tsipras            
ascended to Prime Minister with a radical new agenda. Greece, and unfortunately much             
of the rest of the world, continues to face the same problems Tsipras and his cabinet                
faced back in 2015: crushing austerity, middling economic growth, a refugee crisis, high             
unemployment, and of course rampant tax evasion. As crisis director, I’m very excited to              
see how this committee decides to face Greece’s many maladies.  
  
2020 has been a strange, terrible year, but I am very much looking forward to taking                
part in hosting one of the first ever fully online Model UN conferences. I look forward to                 
seeing everyone over Zoom (or Microsoft Teams?), but until then please feel free to              
contact me at devin.smith1@student.shu.edu if you have any questions.  
  
  
Τυχαίες ελληνικές λέξεις,  
Devin Smith  

 

 

 

 



A Nation in Crisis: Greece 

Greece, officially known as the Hellenic Republic, is a country known for having a deep, 
complex cultural history as well as infamous for its long-standing financial problems. 
Ever since the nascent Greek state achieved independence from the Ottoman Empire in 
1830, it seems as if the country has faced crisis after crisis. Unfortunately, at the 
commencement of this committee in 2015, Greece is facing several massive crises at 
once. The Greek people are no strangers to adversity, however, and while the problems 
faced by this committee may be daunting Greece is also well-armed with hope and 
opportunity. Will you, as members of the newly-in power SYRIZA coalition, be able to 
turn this opportunity into palpable change? 

A Brief History 

Ancient Greece 

Greece was home to some of the first advanced civilizations in Europe, beginning with 
the Minoan Civilization in Crete around 2700 BCE. During the Archaic Period (750-550 
BCE), Greek colonists spread throughout the Mediterranean, settling along the coast of 
Asia Minor, Southern Italy, and even as far as the South of France and Spain. Following 
the repulsion of Persian invaders by Greek city states led by Athens and Sparta, the 
disparate city states of Greece were all conquered by Alexander the Great, and Greece 
remained under Macedonian rule until Greece became a Roman protectorate in 146 
BCE. Early Greek-speaking Christians in the Eastern Mediterranean were essential in 
spreading Christianity through the Roman Empire.1 

Byzantine Period 

Following the fall of the Western Roman Empire in the 5th century CE, the Eastern 
Roman Empire, based in Constantinople (modern-day Istanbul), thrived in the Eastern 
Mediterranean until it fell to the Ottomans in 1453. The Byzantine Empire, though a 
direct continuation of the Roman Empire, was distinct for following Orthodox Christianity 
and mostly speaking Greek, with Latin falling out of use. For most of Byzantine rule, 
Greece prospered. However, after the fall of Constantinople to the Latins in 1204 during 
the Fourth Crusade, the Byzantine Empire was dealt a blow that it could not recover 
from. Although Constantinople was reconquered by the Byzantines in 1261, it was 
considerably weakened. In the 13th century, much of the Greek peninsula was 
conquered first by Serbs and then by the Ottoman Turks. With the exception of several 

1 https://www.britannica.com/place/ancient-Greece 



islands under Venetian rule, Greece and the last remnants of the Byzantine Empire 
were fully annexed by the Ottoman Empire by 1460.2 

Ottoman Occupation 

Though some Greeks living in Constantinople and in the Venetian-controlled Ionian 
Islands lived in prosperity, the Ottoman period was a largely dark and difficult time for 
Greece. Greeks under Ottoman rule suffered from heavy taxation, religious 
discrimination, and an Ottoman policy of hereditary estates, effectively forcing the rural 
Greek population into serfdom. Greek revolts against Ottoman rule were common and 
were frequently put down violently with great bloodshed. 

While the idea of a reclaimed Constantinople and a restored Byzantine Empire faded 
after centuries of Ottoman control, the idea of an independent Greek state did not. The 
Greeks, having mastered seafaring and commerce due to their unique position in 
Ottoman society, established prosperous albeit disparate communities within the 
Ottoman Empire and in Western Europe in the 18th century. The ideas of the 
Reformation and the Enlightenment along with the French Revolution led to the creation 
of a Greek nationalist movement in the late 18th century.3 

War of Independence and the Hellenic Republic 

In the late 18th century, a Greek secret society called Filiki Eteria was formed with the 
goal of establishing an independent Greek Orthodox state. Filiki Eteria planned 
simultaneous revolts in the Peloponnesian Peninsula, the Danubian Principalities 
(modern-day Romania and Moldova), and Constantinople, and launched a revolt 
beginning in the Danubian Principalities on March 6th, 1821. Though the revolt in the 
Danubian Principalities was swiftly put down, the Peloponnesian Greeks declared war 
on the Ottomans on March 17th and by the end of the month the entire peninsula was in 
open revolt. 

Despite initial successes and more revolts starting Crete, Macedonia, and Central 
Greece, the Ottomans and their Egyptian allies brutally suppressed these other revolts. 
Wholesale massacres took place, including the island of Chios seeing three quarters of 
its 120,000 strong Greek population killed. Two consecutive civil wars among different 
Greek factions weakened the revolt, and Sultan Muhammad Ali of Egypt’s son Ibrahim 
Pasha invaded and quickly subdued the Peloponnesian Peninsula. However, the 
Ottoman Empire’s shocking brutality against the Greek people galvanized Western 
European support in favor of the rebels. France, Britain, and Russia decisively 

2 https://www.ancient.eu/Byzantine_Empire/ 
3 https://www.britannica.com/place/Greece/Greece-under-Ottoman-rule 



intervened on behalf of the Greeks, and an independent Greek state was recognized 
under the London Protocol in 1830. 

The modern Greek state has long suffered financial woes and periods of instability. 
Greece’s first default on loans came during its independence struggle, and it has 
remained in default for roughly half its existence as an independent country. It defaulted 
again in 1843 and 1893 due to poor fiscal poverty. Even the notion of full Greek self-rule 
was not fully realized at first, due to interference by Western European powers. It was 
the Bavarian Prince Otto who was put on the throne and in charge of the country, rather 
than a native Greek, and Greece found its ports occupied by Britain and France when it 
attempted rapprochement with Russia in the 1850’s.4  

Greek Genocide and 1923 Population Exchange with Turkey 

Though Greece had become independent in 1830, ethnic Greeks remained a sizable 
minority within Anatolia and Thrace. Unfortunately, the status of Greeks and other 
minorities within the Ottoman Empire worsened in the years leading up to the First 
World War. The Ottomans engaged in forced expulsion, massacres of villages, death 
marches, and forced conscription into labor battalions against its Greek population. 
Several hundred thousand Greeks were killed in this genocide, and by 1922 most 
Greeks residing in Asia Minor had either fled or been killed.5 

Following Greece’s defeat in the Greco-Turkish War of 1919-1922, the two nations 
agreed to a wholesale population exchange. About 1.2 million Greek Orthodox from 
Anatolia and 400,000 Muslims from Greece were forcibly expelled and denaturalized 
from their homelands. This large influx of refugees into Greece put immense financial 
pressure on the government and dramatically altered the population. According to the 
1928 census, about 20% of the entire Greek population were refugees.6 

The Second World War and Civil War 

On October 28, 1940, the Italian Army invaded the Greek mainland, thrusting Greece 
into the Second World War. Greek forces were able to hold out against the invasion, 
and by repelling the Italians back into Albania Greece provided the Allies with their first 
win against Axis forces on land. However, Greece eventually fell to a combined 
German/Italian invasion in May, 1941.  

Axis occupation was brutal for the Greek people, and hundreds of thousands of Greeks 
were killed by famine or by the Nazis and their collaborators. Though the Nazis 

4 https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/07/is-greece-a-part-of-europe/397796/ 
5 The Young Turks' Crime Against Humanity: The Armenian Genocide and Ethnic Cleansing in the 
Ottoman Empire, Taner Akçam 
6 https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/greece/1926-07-01/greece-and-her-refugees 



committed brutal reprisals and other atrocities, the Greek Resistance fought relentlessly 
against the occupiers. However, by 1943 various Greek resistance movements had 
come into existence. The Greek Resistance were at first able to liberate parts of the 
various mountain ranges, but as the Axis powers slowly pulled out they began to fight 
amongst each other to fill the power vacuum left behind. They split into two main 
groups, the right-wing National Republican Greek League (EDES) and the communist 
National Liberation Front (EAM). 

After the Germans had completely pulled out of the country in 1944, tensions were at an 
all-time high and Greece was extremely polarized. In an attempt to stabilize the region, 
the resistance groups formed an ill-fated national unity government. After the 
government ordered combatants to disarm, the leftist members resigned and called for 
resistance. Civil war began in 1946. The right-wing EDES, fully in control of the 
government and with the backing of the United States and the UK, would slowly push 
the leftist forces back into Albania. The headquarters of EAM, which included the Greek 
Communist Party, would be moved to within the Soviet Union. The aftermath of both the 
Second World War and the Civil War left the Greek people divided and the economy 
devastated. Around 100,000 Communist sympathizers were imprisoned, exiled, or 
executed. Communist witch hunts became normal, and neighbor turned against 
neighbor. This deep rift between left and right would cause instability for years to come. 
The instability created the perfect opportunity for a coup d’etat and in 1967 the far-right 
Regime of the Colonels seized power, triggering the beginning of the Greek junta .7 8 9 

Greek Junta 

Greek Military officers staged a coup and seized power in April of 1967, a month before 
elections were expected to deliver a centrist political party to power. Politicians, 
authority figures, and ordinary citizens accused of communist sympathies were rounded 
up, and over 10,000 people were arrested. The Greek Junta was characterized by 
restrictions on civil liberties and the imprisonment, torture, and exile of political 
opponents.10 

Though economic growth under the junta was initially rapid, it stalled by 1972 and 
dissent against the regime grew. A combination of things, including the 1973 Athens 
Polytechnic uprising, the Turkish invasion of Cyprus and a fear of all-out war with 
Turkey led to the Junta to collapse in 1974. Most Greeks today consider the Junta to 
have been bad for the country, though 20% have a positive opinion.11 

7 http://origins.osu.edu/milestones/march-2016-greek-civil-war-1946-1949 
8 https://www.historynet.com/greek-civil-war.htm 
9 https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/greek-civil-war-1944-1949 
10 https://www.meetinthessaloniki.eu/en/the-military-junta-in-greece-1967-1974/ 
11 http://www.hri.org/cgi-bin/brief?/news/greek/mpab/2002/02-04-21.mpab.html#01 



Issues Facing Modern Greece 

Refugee Crisis 

Three years ago, when situations started deteriorating further in the Middle East, North 
Africa, and Asia, Greece was perceived as a haven for civilians fleeing these areas as 
well as an entry point to the rest of the European continent. Currently, Greece is holding 
more 50,000 refugees who are seeking asylum as they cannot legally travel deeper into 
Europe. After the 2016 Agreement restricting border crossings adopted by the 
European Union, Italy and Greece are still being asked to take responsibility for 
refugees that reach Europe safely. Managing upwards of 50,000 refugees in addition to 
a population of 11 million amidst an economic crisis has proven devastating on the 
country’s environment and fragile economy. Of the 50,000+ refugees, approximately 
38,000 are on the mainland and 11,000 on the islands of Lesbos, Chios, Kos, Samos 
and Leros. Refugees living in urban areas (mainland) are facing difficulties finding work, 
especially since the country is still recovering from the 2015 financial crisis. This has 
significantly contributed to the unemployment rates and affected the local population. 
Presently, the IRC (International Rescue Committee) coordinates efforts to assist 
refugees with integrating in their new community as well as contribute to it. The Refugee 
crisis plays a significant role in Greek politics today due to its impact on various aspects 
of the country.12 

  2008 World Financial Crisis 
  

The financial crisis of 2007–2008, also known as the global financial crisis (GFC), 
was a severe worldwide financial crisis. Excessive risk-taking by banks combined with 
the bursting of the United States housing bubble caused the values of securities tied to 
U.S. real estate to plummet, damaging financial institutions globally.  The economic 
crisis started in the U.S. but spread to the rest of the world. It was also followed by the 
European debt crisis, which began with a deficit in Greece in late 2009, and the 
2008–2011 Icelandic financial crisis. 

The Greek government-debt crisis was the sovereign debt crisis faced by Greece 
in the aftermath of the financial crisis of 2007–08. Widely known in the country as “The 
Crisis”, it reached the populace as a series of sudden reforms that led to 
impoverishment. In all, the Greek economy suffered the longest recession of any 
advanced capitalist economy to date, overtaking the US Great Depression. As a result, 
the Greek political system has been upended, social exclusion increased, and hundreds 
of thousands of well-educated Greeks have left the country.  

12 https://www.rescue.org/country/greece 



The Greek crisis started in late 2009, triggered by the turmoil of the world-wide 
Great Recession, structural weaknesses in the Greek economy, and lack of monetary 
policy flexibility as a member of the Eurozone.The crisis included revelations that 
previous data on government debt levels and deficits had been underreported by the 
Greek government: the official forecast for the 2009 budget deficit was less than half the 
final value as calculated in 2010, while after revisions according to Eurostat 
methodology, the 2009 government debt was finally raised from $269.3bn to $299.7bn, 
i.e. about 11% higher than previously reported.The government enacted 12 rounds of 
tax increases, spending cuts, and reforms from 2010 to 2016, which at times triggered 
local riots and nationwide protests. Despite these efforts, the country required bailout 
loans in 2010, 2012, and 2015 from the International Monetary Fund, Eurogroup, and 
European Central Bank, and negotiated a 50% "haircut" on debt owed to private banks 
in 2011, which amounted to a €100bn debt relief (a value effectively reduced due to 
bank recapitalisation and other resulting needs). 

The EU and the International Monetary Fund provided 240 billion euros in 
emergency funds in return for austerity measures. The loans only gave Greece enough 
money to pay interest on its existing debt and keep banks capitalized. The EU had no 
choice but to stand behind its member by funding a bailout. 

The new measures included raising €50 billion from privatizations and sales of 
government property. Tax Reform included, increasing taxes for those with a yearly 
income of over €8,000, an extra tax for those with a yearly income of over €12,000, and 
an extra tax of 2% for combating unemployment. For pension reform, lower pension 
payments ranging from 6% to 14% from the previous 4% to 10%. Austerity measures 
also included the creation of a special agency responsible with exploiting government 
property, and others. On 11 August 2011 the government introduced more taxes, this 
time targeted at people owning immovable property. The new tax, which was and 
ranged from 3 to 20 euros per square meter. The tax applied for 2011–2012 and was 
expected to raise €4 billion in revenue.  

After a popular referendum which rejected further austerity measures required for 
the third bailout, and after closure of banks across the country (which lasted for several 
weeks), on 30 June 2015, Greece became the first developed country to fail to make an 
IMF loan repayment on time  (the payment was made with a 20-day delay). At that time, 
debt levels had reached €323bn or some €30,000 per capita, a per capita value below 
the OECD average, but high as a percentage of the respective GDP. Between 2009 and 
2017, the Greek government debt rose from €300bn to €318bn. However, during the 



same period the Greek debt-to-GDP ratio rose up from 127% to 179% due to the severe 
GDP drop during the handling of the crisis. 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Golden Dawn and its Criminal Connections 

The Golden Dawn is a Greek far-right nationalist party that uses Nazi-inspired 
symbolism and rhetoric. Finding its origins in a right-wing, pro-military junta newspaper 
first published in 1980, The Golden Dawn supports invading its neighbors to establish 
an irredentist Greater Greece, and is starkly opposed to non-European, primarily 
Muslim immigration into the country. The Golden Dawn has found electoral success in 
recent years amid concerns about unemployment, austerity, immigration and the 
economy. The Golden Dawn won a seat on Athens’ city council in 2010 and 21 seats on 
the Hellenic Parliament in 2012.  

Though still operating as a legitimate political party in 2015, the party has been accused 
of having links to criminal activity and violence. In 1999, a Golden Dawn member 
opened fire on a group of immigrants in central Athens, killing two and wounding seven. 
Golden Dawn member Antonios Androutsopoulos was charged with the attempted 
murder of three students in 1998, and remained a fugitive until his capture in 2005. In 
2012, Golden Dawn spokesman Ilias Kasidiaris was arrested for slapping Communist 
MP Liana Kanelli three times in the head during a live debate on a morning show. In 
2013, Greek rapper and political activist Killah P (real name Pavlos Fyssas) was 
stabbed to death by a Golden Dawn member during a riot. There are ongoing 
investigations into the extent that the Golden Dawn Party itself played in the role of 
Killah P’s murder. 25 

 

13 https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9781137369222 
14 https://www.cigionline.org/sites/default/files/no19.pdf 
15 https://www.academia.edu/35888922 
16 
https://blogs.imf.org/2020/04/14/the-great-lockdown-worst-economic-downturn-since-the-great-depression
/ 
17 https://www.thebalance.com/what-is-the-greece-debt-crisis-3305525 
18 https://fred.stlouisfed.org/ 
19 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/21/business/economy/greece-europe-bailout.html 
20 
https://www.chathamhouse.org/expert/comment/greek-bailout-imf-and-europeans-diverge-lessons-learnt# 
21 https://www.theguardian.com/business/2010/jan/28/greece-papandreou-eurozone 
22 https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSATH00527020100305?type=usDollarRpt 
23 
https://web.archive.org/web/20111103195312/http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/breaking/2010/0423/
breaking28.html 
24 
https://www.guelphmercury.com/news-story/2740576-imf-head-strauss-kahn-says-fund-will-move-expediti
ously-on-greek-bailout/ 
25 https://www.britannica.com/place/Greece/Greeces-debt-crisis#ref1144649 



 
 
Conclusion  

Due to a plethora of economic and political events spanning over a long time 
period, the future of the Greek economy, the Greek political system, and Greece’s 
relationship with the rest of Europe lies in the balance. Should Greece stand up to the 
European Union-imposed austerity measures? Will they become economically 
independent? Or will Greek reliance on external financial resources and support 
continue to hinder the Parliament’s political aspirations? It is up to the Members of 
Parliament to decide the fate of Greece’s future…  

 

Alexis Tsipras’ Cabinet Positions 
1.     Minister of the Interior and Administrative Reconstruction Nikos Voutsis 
(Syriza): Nikos Voutsis is an Athenian-born engineer by trade who was first 
elected as a member of parliament in 2012. Voutsis’ political career began as a 
student activist leader against the military dictatorship of the 1970’s, and 
vice-chaired the first Central Council of the National Student Union of Greece in 
1975 after the restoration of democracy. A communist, Voutsis still harbors a 
deep-seated distrust of the far-right, and has worked against anti-semitism 
throughout his career. Voutsis is fluent in German and has three children.  

2.     Alternate Minister of Administrative Reform Georgios Katrougalos 
(Syiza): Georgios Katrougalos is an Athenian lawyer who just finished a stint as 
a member of the European Parliament. Fluent in English, French, and German, 
Katrougalos is also a former law professor, having taught at Law School of New 
York University from 2007 to 2012 and for briefer periods at other schools 
including Columbia University and the London School of Economics. Katrougalos 
has worked as an advisor for legal forms in countries such as Uzbekistan, 
Armenia, Albania, North Macedonia, and Syria. He is a board member of 
UNICEF Greece and is an expert in government administration and debt. 

3.     Alternate Minister of Citizen Protection Giannis Panousis (Independent): 
Giannis Panousis has a background as a law professor at the National and 
Kapodistrian University of Athens, specializing in Criminological Sciences. 
Panousis is the author or co-author of more than 20 books and 200 scientific 
articles, and is an expert on criminal justice. Serving as the Alternate Minister of 
Citizen Protection, Panousis believes that Greece is in no position to take in any 



more refugees, and has pledged to close down migrant detention centers 
determined to have inhumane positions. 

4.     Alternate Minister of Immigration Policy Tasia Christodoulopoulou 
(Syriza): Tasia Christodoulopoulou is a lawyer and human rights activist whose 
goal is to radically alter the currently broken Greek immigration system. 
Christodoulopoulou has spearheaded a controversial movement to give 
citizenship to all Greek-born second generation migrants, but at the same 
demands more funding from the EU to help settle refugees living in Greece. An 
avowed anti-corruption activist, Christodoulopoulou has made some enemies 
among the more entrenched elements of the Greek government. 

5.     Deputy Minister for Macedonia and Thrace Maria Kollia-Tsaroucha 
(Anel): A longtime member of the Hellenic Parliament, Kollia-Tsaroucha was first 
elected in 2000 to represent the northern Serres prefecture. After voting against 
the Second Economic Adjustment Programme for Greece, an EU bailout with 
harsh austerity measures, Kollia-Tsaroucha was expelled from the New 
Democracy Party in 2012. After her expulsion, she has since caucused with the 
new Independent Greeks party. A devout Greek Orthodox Christian, 
Kollia-Tsaroucha also serves as treasurer for the Interparliamentary Assembly on 
Orthodoxy, a religious intergovernmental organization with 21 members. 

6.     Alternate Minister of the Interior and Administrative Reconstruction 
Pavlos Polakis (Syriza): Pavlos Polakis is a Greek politician, member of the 
Syriza political party, and surgeon. He attended the National and Kapodistrian 
University of Athens. Polakis has been the mayor of the Crete city Sfakia since 
2010, where he was born, and was reelected in 2014. He later became a 
member of the Hellenic Parliament for Chania in the January 2015 legislative 
election. Under Alexis Tsipras, he was appointed to the prime minister’s first 
cabinet as Alternate Minister of the Interior and Administrative Reconstruction. 
Polakis has been known to do what must be done to ensure progress is made in 
the politics he’s involved in. 

7.     Minister of Economy, Infrastructure, Shipping and Tourism Giorgos 
Stathakis (Syriza): Giorgos Stathakis is a Greek politician and economist. 
Before coming to the political limelight, he worked at a collection of academic 
institutions including Queens College and Harvard University. Stathakis later 
worked as a professor in economics at the University of Crete. His teaching 
revolved around Marxist theory and economic methodology. He entered the 
political sphere in 2012 when he was first elected as a Member of the Hellenic 
Parliament for Chania in May of that year in the Greek legislative election. He 
was then reelected in the June legislative election of 2012 and in the January 



2015 legislative election. In the latter election he was appointed as the Minister of 
Economy, Infrastructure, Shipping and Tourism in the cabinet of Alexis Tsipras. 
Well-liked by Tsipras himself and his colleagues, Stathakis was considered 
invaluable to the prime minister. 

8.     Alternate Minister of Infrastructure, Transport and Networks Christos 
Spirtzis (Syriza): Christos Spirtzis is a Greek center-left independent politician 
and engineer. From 1999-2008 he was appointed a member of the Economic 
and Social Committee of Greece. In 2000, he was then elected to the executive 
committee of the Technical Chamber of Greece. In 2007, he became vice 
president responsible for energy, development, employment, insurance, 
licensing, publications, ethics in representation, and the databank. Three years 
later he was promoted to president of the chamber and presided over the 
Democratic Coalition of Technicians. He was later reelected as president of the 
chamber in 2013. Spirtzis was appointed Alternate Minister of Infrastructure, 
Transport and Networks by the Syriza-led government of Alexis Tsipras after the 
January 2015 legislative election. He is known to have an aggressive personality 
and is not afraid to clash with those even in the same political party as him. 

9.     Alternate Minister of Shipping Thodoris Dritsas (Syriza): Thodoris Dritsas 
is a Greek politician and a member of the Syriza political party. He is well-versed 
in the intricacies of politics, having been a four-times mayoral candidate for the 
Municipality of Piraeus, a Municipal Councillor in Piraeus from 2002-2007, and a 
Member of the Hellenic Parliament (MP) for Piraeus. Dritsas was also one of the 
two Vice Presidents of the Special Permanent Committee on Institutions and 
Transparency from 2012-2014 and served as a coordinator on maritime and 
defence issues for the Syriza group in the Hellenic Parliament from 2007-2015. 
Alexis Tsipras appointed him as an Alternate Minister for Shipping and the 
Aegean in his cabinet in January 2015. 

10.  Alternate Minister of Tourism Elena Kountoura (Anel): Elena Kountoura 
is a woman of many talents having been an international model, director of a 
women's magazine and a track-and-field athlete before she stepped into the 
world of politics. Not only was she involved in those other activities, but excelled 
at them. She was voted by CNN as one of the ten most beautiful models in the 
world in 1990 and won the high jump and the 100 metre dash at the 1978 
Panhellenic Women's Track & Field Championship. In terms of politics, 
Kountoura has succeeded there as well. She was elected a member of 
parliament for Athens A for New Democracy in the 2004 elections and later 
returned to parliament in 2011. Once again in 2012 she was elected member of 
parliament for Athens A with Independent Greeks, and later in 2014 she 
assumed the office of Secretary of the Parliamentary Committee for Cinema. She 



is a firm supporter of Alexis Tsipras and is devoted to his cause. She works as 
the Alternate Minister of Tourism in his cabinet. 

11.  Minister of National Defence Panos Kammenos (Anel): Panos Kammenos 
is a controversial politician who created the right-wing “Independent Greeks” 
(Anel) party in 2012. He was first elected to Hellenic Parliament in 1993 as a 
member of the New Democracy party. He founded the Institute of Geopolitical 
Studies, which now has a memorandum of understanding with the Russian 
Institute for Strategic Studies, which has links to the Russian overseas espionage 
agency, SVR. Panos has had an interesting career in Greek politics, accusing a 
former Greek PM of treason, aggressively railing against the European Union, 
and stating that “Europe is governed by German neo-nazis.” He was named 
Minister of National Defense on January 27, 2015. Panos used a strong social 
media campaign to gather support for his party, securing thirteen seats and 
membership in the governing coalition. 

12.  Minister of Culture, Education and Religious Affairs Aristides Baltas 
(Syriza): Aristides Baltas is a physicist who attended the National Technical 
University of Athens (NTUA) and completed his doctorate in theoretical physics 
at the University of Paris XI. He became a visiting fellow at the University of 
Pittsburgh and, as of 2002, became a professor of the philosophy of science at 
NTUA. In 2012, he was a coordinating member of the SYRIZA policy planning 
committee, giving him a lot of political sway. 

13.  Alternate Minister of Research and Innovation Kostas Fotakis 
(Independent): Kostas Fotakis is a leading Greek physicist whose expertise lies 
in innovation. He was the President of the Foundation for Research and 
Technology – Hellas (FORTH) from 2011-2015. Beginning in 1989, Fotakis has 
worked as a professor of physics at the University of Crete. He also chaired the 
Association of the Presidents of the Research Centers in Greece. He has also 
been a member of both European Union and Hellenic national scientific policy 
panels.  

14.  Deputy Minister of Sports Stavros Kontonis (Syriza): Stavros Kontonis is 
an attorney who graduated from the law school of the National and Kapodistrian 
University of Athens in 1995. He was selected for two terms to be the president 
of the Society of Law Students and as the president of the central committee of 
the National Student Union of Greece. Kontonis has very strong Communist 
leanings, having founded the Renewing Communist Ecological Left party (AKOA) 
in 1987. AKOA merged with Syriza in 2013.  



15.  Minister of Productive Reconstruction, Environment and Energy 
Panagiotis Lafazanis (Syriza): Panagiotis Lafazanis is a Greek Communist who 
was first elected to the Hellenic Parliament in 2000. He has publicly disputed with 
Alexis Tsipras as the leader of Syriza’s Left Platform frequently, arguing that 
Syriza should shift even more radically left. From 2012-2014, he served as 
Syriza’s Parliamentary Spokesman and a member of the Special Permanent 
Committee on Institutions and Transparency. Lafazanis was very involved in the 
Greek Communist Party and currently holds a strong stance against the 
European Union, calling it totalitarian.  

16.  Alternate Minister of Agricultural Development and Food Evangelos 
Apostolou (Syriza): Evangelos Apostolou served as the Alternate Minister of 
Agricultural Development and Food in Alexis Tsipras’ first cabinet in 2015 and 
the Minister of Agricultural Development and Food in Tsipras’ second cabinet 
from 2015 to 2018. He studied Forestry at Aristotle University Of Thessaloniki 
and served as a Synaspismos Member of the Hellenic Parliament for Euboea 
from 1996 to 2000 and a member of Synaspismos’ Political Secretariat from 
2004 to 2010. As Syriza he was named shadow minister of rural development in 
2012. 

 
17.  Minister of Justice, Transparency and Human Rights Nikos 
Paraskevopoulos (Independent): Former professor of Criminal law at Aristotle 
University Of Thessaloniki, Nikos Paraskevopoulos served as the Minister of 
Justice, Transparency and Human Rights under Alexis Tsipras in 2015. 
Paraskevopoulos ran the prison rehabilitation system from 1988 to 1997 and is 
currently the vice president of the nation’s largest drug rehabilitation and social 
reintegration network. 
 
18.  Minister of Foreign Affairs Nikos Kotzias (Independent): Kotzias is a 
career academic who rose in the ranks of the Greek Communist party, until they 
allied with the conservatives in the late 80s and he left. For 15 years he was a 
diplomat with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, eventually rising to Chief Diplomat.  
 
19.  Alternate Minister of International Economic Relations Euclid 
Tsakalotos (Syriza): Tsakalotos was born in the Netherlands and grew up in the 
UK, only moving to Greece in 1994. He joined Synaspismos and began his 
political career.  
 
20.  Minister of Finance Yanis Varoufakis (Syriza): Varoufakis left Greece to 
go to university in the UK and taught economics in the UK and Australia until 



returning to Greece in 2000 and teaching economics there. He was elected to 
parliament in 2015 with an overwhelming amount of votes. 

 
 
21.   Alternate Minister of Revenue Dimitris Mardis (Independent): 

Dimitris Mardas is a Greek economist and politician who served as Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs during the Second Cabinet of Alexis Tsipras. He 
previously served as the Alternate Minister of Revenue in the First Cabinet of 
Alexis Tsipras. He was a Member of the Hellenic Parliament from 2015 until 
2019, representing Thessaloniki B. From 1982 to 1993, Mardas was a research 
associate at the School of Economics of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. 
In October 2012 he became a professor of economics at the Aristotle University 
of Thessaloniki. From 1996 to 2005 he was also a teacher at the National Centre 
for Public Administration and Local Government. In 1987, Mardas worked for the 
Directorate-General for Economic and Financial Affairs. From 1992 to 1994, he 
worked again for the European Commission, this time for the Directorate-General 
for the Internal Market - Industry. During this period, he also took part in the 
European Union group in the Uruguay Round multilateral trade negotiations. 
From April 2000 to February 2002, Mardas was Secretary-General of Commerce 
in the Ministry of Development. From October 2002 to April 2004, he was 
Managing Director of the Hellenic Export Promotion Organisation (HEPO),On 27 
January 2015, Mardas was appointed as an independent member of the cabinet 
of Alexis Tsipras, taking the role of Alternate Minister of Revenue in the Ministry 
of Finance. 

 
22. Minister of Labour and Social Solidarity Panos Skourletis (Syriza): 

Panagiotis ("Panos") Skourletis Is a Greek politician of the Coalition of the 
Radical Left (SYRIZA). He served as the Minister of Productive Reconstruction, 
Environment and Energy from 18 July to 28 August 2015. From 27 January 2015 
to 18 July 2015 he was the  Minister of Labour and Social Solidarity.Skourletis 
was born in Exarcheia, Athens, in 1962. He studied economics at the University 
of Piraeus, where he became active in the Rigas Feraios youth wing of the 
eurocommunist KKE Interior (the Communist party of Greece). In 1990, he joined 
Synaspismos, and subsequently followed that party into Syriza. He became party 
spokesman of Syriza in October 2009. 

 
23. Alternate Minister for Combatting Unemployment Rania Antonopoulou 
(Syriza): 



Ourania "Rania" Antonopoulou is a Greek heterodox economist and Syriza 
politician. After the January 2015 election, MP Alexis Tsipras named her as the 
Greek Alternate Minister for Combating Unemployment in his cabinet. She 
remains a Syriza member. In September 2018 she was appointed by the Greek 
Government as the Permanent Representative of Greece (Ambassador) to the 
OECD in Paris, France, entrusting her to represent the country despite the 
severe media attack she had been subjected to a few months earlier. Between 
February and August 2015, she also was a member of the Hellenic Parliament. A 
former macroeconomic policy adviser for UN Women and consultant UNDP and 
the ILO, she specialized in macroeconomic gender issues and job creation in 
extreme unemployment economic environments. A co-initiator of the Economists 
for Full Employment project, she has been a long-time supporter of a job 
guarantee with the state being employer of last resort. Following a successful 
2011 pilot project, she has been appointed Alternate Minister for Combating 
Unemployment in the Syriza-led Tsipras Government. In her ministerial office, 
she is specifically tasked with implementing a nationwide program to combat 
long-term unemployment by creating at least 300,000 new jobs for the 
unemployed. 

 
24. Alternate Minister of Social Security Dimitris Stratoulis (Syriza): 
Dimítris Stratoúlis is a Greek politician, member of the SYRIZA party, and one of 
the founders of the Popular Unity. In 2012, he was in charge of employment in 
the shadow cabinet of the SYRIZA party. He was Coordinator of the SYRIZA 
labor policy committee,  and Member of the Political Secretariat of the Left 
Coalition.He was also a Member of the National Committee for Human Rights, 
Member of the Hellenic Council Administrative Telecommunications 
Organization, representative assembly of social control of the Hellenic 
Telecommunications Organization and Vice-President of the administration of 
GSEE. He has been active in Greece and in the European Social Forum as well 
as in social movements. In August 21, 2015, he left SYRIZA with twenty-four 
other dissident deputies to create Popular Unity2. He is appointed parliamentary 
representative of Popular Unity 

 
25. Minister of Health and Social Security Panagiotis Kouroumplis (Syriza): 

Panagiotis Kouroumblisis a Greek politician of Syriza. On 27 January 2015 he 
was appointed the Minister for Health and Social Solidarity in the First Cabinet of 
Alexis Tsipras. In September 2015, he became the Minister of the Interior and 
Administrative Reconstruction in the Second Cabinet of Alexis Tsipras. Blinded at 
age 10 from the explosion of a German hand-grenade, a remnant of World War 
II, Kouroumblis took part in a number of student and popular struggles, and 



eventually became the leader of a "social uprising" of the blind. He is a founding 
member of the World Blind Union and worked more generally in the areas of 
children protection, care for the elderly and people with disabilities.In 1996 
parliamentary election, Kouroumblis became the first blind Member of the 
Hellenic Parliament. He was reelected in 2000 and again in 2009. In 2011, he left 
Panhellenic Socialist Movement (PASOK) to found the anti-austerity Unitary 
Movement that in 2013 ultimately merged into Syriza. Following Syriza's victory 
in the January 2015 legislative election, he was appointed Minister for Health and 
Social Solidarity, becoming the first disabled person to take any public office at 
the national government level in Greece. 

 


