
 



Letter from the Chair 
 
Greetings delegates!  
  
My name is MaryBeth Ammari and I will be your chair for The Kingfish: Huey Long's Associates. 
I am currently a sophomore at Seton Hall studying International Relations & Diplomacy and 
Arabic. I have an equal fascination with American and Middle Eastern politics and hope to 
pursue either one or both topics through graduate school and beyond. At Seton Hall, I am a 
Peer Adviser, ARC Tutor, a part of the Honors Program, and Treasurer of SHUNA; just to name 
a few. I am obsessed with holiday festivities, boba (or bubble tea for the east coasters), 
tabbouleh, and my planner adorned with washi tape, stickers, and colorful ink!  
  
I was born and raised in Orange County, California in an Arab-American family. I attribute most 
of my academic aspirations to my “jiddo” (grandfather) who always hoped his grandchildren 
would pursue what made them happy above all else. It was also his career with the United 
Nations that inspired me to join MUN in the first place.  
  
I spent all 4 years of High School competing in Model United Nations nationally and was on the 
e-board for my school’s team for 3 of those years. I’ve also chaired a few committees. Basically, 
I have spent most of my teenage years obsessing over international dilemmas and gathering 
facts on the most obscure historical events. Carrying this passion into college, I joined SHUNA 
and was introduced to (the collegiate version of) crisis committees. I am a full believer that it’s 
not the number of years, but the effort one puts into preparing for committee that counts, so 
whether this is your 1st or 50th conference, be ready to put your all into this debate! I also 
expect to see some of the keystones of MUN, such as cooperation, creativity, and confidence.  
  
I'm excited to dive into the crazy world of politics during the early 20th century and the eccentric 
acts of Louisiana's Governor! This committee will be as complex as the governor was himself. 
During the course of debate, we'll be looking at some of the most controversial acts of Governor 
Long, bordering on the edges of his political power. Through your in-room debate you must 
avoid making enemies, but through your crisis pursue your private interests. It’s up to you to 
mitigate the pressures of the Great Depression, address your constituents’ needs, and decide 
whether you’ll stand by this populist figure.  
  
I'm proud to welcome you all virtually to our conference this year, ushering in a new era of 
delegates that represent the adaptability and resilience of all collegiate MUNers! I cannot 
emphasize enough that this will be both new and exciting, but all delegates will be learning 
alongside one another how to debate using technology so I ask you all to keep an open mind 
and be prepared to pick up new communication skills in the process. I look forward to meeting 
you and your fellow associates of Huey Long!  
  
Sincerely,  
MaryBeth Ammari  
marybeth.ammari@student.shu.edu  

 



Letter from the Crisis Director 
 
Hi Delegates! 
 
Welcome to the first ever HallMUN! My name is Casey Stickel and I am so excited to be your 
Crisis Director for this weekend. A little bit about me, I am a May 2020 graduate of Seton Hall. I 
double majored in Diplomacy & International Relations and Modern Languages with minors in 
Economics and History. When I wasn’t busy adding on various degrees, I spent most of my time 
on campus participating in both Seton Hall’s competitive Model UN team, SHUNA, and our high 
school conference, SHUMUN. Right now I am enjoying playing Crusader Kings III, listening to 
podcasts, and embroidering. I also work full time at a restaurant while I brave the COVID-19 job 
market.  
 
Over the course of three days, you will take on the role of one of Huey Long’s social or political 
associates. You will be thrust into late-1920s Louisiana politics, braving difficulties both new and 
old. This committee definitely requires some background research so make sure to read the 
background guide as well as do some outside investigation. I am excited to see delegates take 
new and exciting routes with their crisis arcs--please think outside the box! 
 
This weekend will be unlike any other conference you’ve probably experienced. As we’ve 
transitioned to a more Zoom-oriented world (at least for the time being), Model UN needed to 
make some adjustments. While this will be a relatively new concept for both delegates and staff, 
I hope I can help make this weekend a blast! Please reach out with any questions regarding the 
committee--you can reach me by email at casey.stickel@student.shu.edu.  
 
See you (virtually) soon, 
 
Casey Stickel  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Intro  
The date is May 21, 1928 - and congratulations are in order. You’ve survived Huey Long’s 
ascension to Governor of Louisiana. The Kingfish has borrowed from President Roosevelt 
before him a populist message, but whereas Teddy spoke softly and carried a big stick, Huey 
raises crowds, speaks loud, and swings his stick wherever he damn well pleases, upsetting 
Louisiana’s notoriously corrupt political establishment. The winds of change are in the humid 
bayou air - now it’s up to you to navigate them. Keep your friends close, your enemies closer, 
and never show your hand until you’ve already won. 
 
Huey Long’s Background1 
The Long Family 
Huey Long’s parents were Caledonia Tison Long and Huey Pierce Long, Sr., and he was the 
seventh of nine children (four boys and five girls). Mr. and Mrs. Long wanted their children to 
learn, get an education, practice their faith, and build a strong life and legacy, and that is where 
Huey Jr.’s passion and interest in education has its roots. All five of Huey’s sisters became 
school teachers (a further testament to the family’s strong belief in education). Earl Long and 
Huey Jr. were elected as Louisiana governors at one point, Huey also became a U.S. Senator, 
George S. Long was a congressman, and Julius Long was a district attorney.  

 
 
Huey Long’s Early Life 
Huey Pierce Long Jr. was born into a fairly well-off family in a small rural community in north 
central Louisiana on August 30, 1893. Even as a young kid, Huey Jr. loved reading and learning 
about how things in the world functioned. He learned a lot about populism and survival from the 
people in his community. His mother home-schooled their whole family until they went to a more 

1 Long Legacy Project, “Huey Long Official Website: Biography, Quotes, Photos, Speeches,” Huey Long 
Official Website | Biography, Quotes, Photos, Speeches, 2020, https://www.hueylong.com/index.php. 

 



official school, but Huey always excelled thanks to his photographic memory, skipping grades 
frequently and eventually leaving multiple schools because it was boring. Long also was an 
excellent debater and was introduced to politics first as the University of Oklahoma Law school. 
However, it took another drop out and some advice and money from his brother Julius Long to 
get him to settle at Tulane Law School where he passed the bar at age 21 (after his first year). 
In between schools, Huey became a very successful traveling salesman, and in 1913, through a 
baking contest he organized as part of a sale, he met Rose McConnell, and soon after they 
were married.  
 
Emergence into Politics 
Huey Long’s early experience as a salesman made him really good at customer relations, 
networking, sales and marketing, and other skills that helped him as he entered into the 
legal/political field. He started practicing law in 1915 and developed a reputation for working for 
the “poor man” and taking on the bureaucrats and upper class big businesses. Through this 
work, by 1918, he got involved in lobbying different reforms to the state legislature and then was 
elected to the Louisiana Rail Commission when he was 25 where he continued to build his 
reputation for supporting the everyday men, fighting the system, and establishing connections 
with people. In 1924, he ran for governor for the first time, and though he had a good campaign, 
he lost. This, however, did not keep him down for long because when he ran again in 1928, he 
not only won the election but also became known as The Kingfish.  
 
Louisiana State Government  
Louisiana is a state unlike any other - and its government is no exception. While facially similar 
to other states in the Union with a bicameral legislature comprised of a House & Senate that the 
Lieutenant Governor presides over2, its history of changing hands from France to the US has 
created a hybrid legal code of English and French influences in the same way that a creole 
language developed in its rural areas, where about 60% of its 2.1 million citizens live3. This 
mixed ancestry has left loopholes aplenty that enable rampant corruption - enriching oneself, 
creating scandals, and political patronage are all tolerated and even to an extent legitimized by 
its legal code and tradition4. A fair fight won’t take you far. 
 
The spectacle this creates serves a skilled political operator well - if you can roll with the 
punches and hit back where it hurts, you’ve got a shot at hanging with the state’s Democratic 
party machine which has dominated since reconstruction. With only one viable party (for now, at 
least), populism is the dominating interest in state government and will need to be ruthlessly 
exploited by anyone who seeks to aid or usurp the Kingfish. 
 
Relevant Louisiana Political Topics  
Economics 

2 Constitution of the State of Louisiana. Baton Rouge, LA: Ramires-Jones, 1921.  
https://archive.org/details/cu31924030492163/mode/2up 
3 United States Census. Washington, DC: United States Census Bureau, 1930. 
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1930/population-volume-1/03815512v1ch05.pdf 
4 Dodd, William J. Peapatch Politics: the Earl Long Era in Louisiana Politics. Baton Rouge, LA: Claitors 
Pub. Division, 1991.  

 



The effects of World War I had widely spread around the world in the 1920s; however, the US                  
seems to have been immune to it. Later on, the structural issues the US had, like declining real                  
wages, protectionist trade policies, the crisis of overproduction, came to light. In October 1929,              
the stock market collapsed. The aftermath of the collapse resulted in more than 1,300 banks               
and at least 26,000 businesses failing. In the following years, the situation became even worse.  
For Louisiana, the most agricultural state in the South, that had an enormous influence,              
especially as the prices fell to unseen before low. The price of sugar fell to less than 4 cents per                    
pound and of cotton to less than 5 cents per pound. Even though many of the people in                  
Louisiana, living in rural areas, already lived in poverty, the worsening situation pushed them to               
further extremes. New Orleans, one of the largest urban centres, experienced the Depression,             
almost immediately - the coffers were empty. More than 10,000 became unemployed. As this              
committee begins in 1928, this event has not occurred, but delegates should be aware that it                
lies on the horizon. 
 
Transportation 
Expanding transportation infrastructure was an important topic in 1928. In 1920, the roads even              
in urban centres like New Orleans were from dirt and gravel, even though most of the                
automobiles were concentrated there. There were no cross-state roads. However, by 1920, the             
urban public started to open up to the automobile, and that created a demand for better roads                 
and highways. By the later 1920s, there were more than 255,000 automobiles registered in              
Louisiana.  

 
Education 
Prior to the 20th century, education in Louisiana was inconsistent and decentralized. However,             
many reforms came at the turn of the century. In 1904, a statewide system of 4-year high                 
schools was established. Between the 1910s and 1930s, many improvements in the curriculum             
and the teaching standards were made, as well as many new brick school buildings were built.                
Improvements in education went hand in hand with infrastructure, relating to the transportation             
of students to school. With the growth in popularity of cars and the creation of better roads,                 
more students were able to attend school. In 1921, English was mandated as the primary               
language taught in schools. All of these factors contributed to the higher attendance of people in                

 



elementary and high school, as well as more interest in the pursuit of higher education. There                
were other programs like free textbooks and libraries that tried to encourage people to attend               
school. By the mid 1920s there were three modern brick schools in New Orleans for               
African-Americans.  

 
 
Oil 
In 1901, the first oil was struck in Louisiana, creating an oil rush in the state. This event led to                    
the pursuit and discovery of many new oil wells. By the end of 1905, 6,000,0000 barrels of                 
petroleum was produced (equivalent to worth of $130,500,000 million dollars today). There were             
many problems in the beginning, the drilling methods were not as sufficient and much oil was                
left in the ground, and there was the issue of storage. In 1910, the first long-distance pipeline                 
was constructed. As of 1928, the industry has moved to explore the offshore possibility for               
drilling. In the face of potential economic insecurity, offshore drilling could provide an important              
source of cash flow. However, this could lead to both ecological and political concerns. 
 
Long’s Policies 
General 
Huey Long campaigned on the platform of using government programs to support citizens with 
promises of free resources that would bring Louisiana into a new age. His populist rhetoric and 
relations to rural families enabled him to win with the largest margin in Louisiana history, despite 
being fought by the wealthy “anti-Longs” throughout the primaries. His campaign ushered in a 
new era for Louisiana basing his policies on the class divide rather than the religious one that 
predominantly decided elections previously. He stands against large corporations, such as 
Standard Oil, and wealthy control of government and favors policies that directly support 

 



citizens, such as access to polls and education.5 Now, as Governor, it is time for him to make 
his campaign promises a reality for the citizens of Louisiana. 
 
Economics  
While the rest of the United States is basking in the booming economy of the post-war era, 
Louisiana does not share in this luxury. Long campaigned with the intent to address the high 
cost of living for nearly everyone, but especially the rural, poor citizens that suffer the most from 
the lack of government programs. Long is focused on creating opportunities that provide free 
resources for the average family. These policies include initiatives for roads, bridges, education, 
and more. In providing these at the cost of his administration, citizens of Louisiana have begun 
to hold their government in a higher esteem. For education, Long is seeking free schools which 
will take the burden off of local parishes who tax residents in order to maintain their public 
schools. He also campaigned on promises of better roads and bridges to save citizens on gas 
and car damage. Not only that, but Long believes in reducing fees and taxes on average 
families such as the personal property taxes and the poll tax. Louisiana was known for having 
few taxes before Long took office, but his expansive new policies at the expense of the 
government must be paid for somehow.6 Perhaps the wealthy elite that had previously held 
office were to blame for the lack of equitable tax policies, but with the current demands of 
Louisiana's rural families, Long must look to bond-programs and new taxes that shift the burden 
onto the wealthy few.  
 
Transportation 
Louisiana has an estimated 300 miles of paved roads, of which only 60 miles are maintained by 
the state. Long is expected to launch a major road-building program that would increase the 
connectivity of the entire state. Not only would this relieve families of the cost of damaged 
vehicles and excessive gas, but it would reduce travel costs associated with businesses and 
increase greater commerce in the state. Roads weren’t the only infrastructure that Long pushed 
for in his campaign. Bridges are expected to be built at an impressive rate to avoid the costly 
and inefficient ferry system. One reason why Long champions road-building is that he attributes 
his only political loss to the lack of access to safe roads during the rainy election of 1924 and 
wants to see greater civic participation.7 While this may be a selfish or personal motivation, 
there is no denying that Long’s policy on road-building would greatly transform the quality of life 
for Louisiana’s citizens if enacted.  

 
Education 
Huey Long’s greatest promises to rural families were those of education. By subsidizing public 
schools through the state government, Long is able to relieve local parishes of the burden, a 
part of his long-term economic plan. Long places education at the forefront of his platform and 

5 “Governor," Huey Long's Life & Times, Long Legacy Project, 
https://www.hueylong.com/life-times/governor.php. 
6 John Simkin, “Huey Long,” Spartacus Educational, January 2020, 
https://spartacus-educational.com/USAlongH.htm. 
7 “Huey P. Long (1893- 1935): Governor, U.S. Senator, Radical Populist and Founder of  the ‘Share Our 
Wealth Society,’" Social Welfare History Project, June 10, 2020, 
https://socialwelfare.library.vcu.edu/eras/great-depression/long-huey/. 
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simply providing free schools likely won’t be the end of his educational programs during his 
term. His speeches in rural Louisiana centered around providing both free textbooks and 
bussing, the cost of which keeps most school-age children from attending. The shockingly low 
adult literacy rate is another influence on Long’s policy and he has argued for new programs 
and night classes to promote adult education.8 Finally, Long has taken an interest in higher 
education and the opportunities it presents outside of farmlife. Louisiana is in need of an 
educational reform, such as Long’s, but paying for these programs with taxes on corporations 
may fuel Long’s opposition.  
 
Oil 
Before his bid to become Governor, Long held a position on the Louisiana Railroad Commission 
and immediately began to denounce Standard Oil. According to Long, oil needed to be a 
declared public utility so that it would be subject to regulation by the commission. Among other 
effects, this would significantly reduce oil pipeline monopolies. Long has advocated for a new 
oil-processing tax which would most notably hurt Standard Oil, but could be used to pay for any 
number of his social programs. During the campaign, he asserted that a severance tax on oil 
(among other commodities) would pay for the free textbook policy, but its constitutionality is 
being questioned at this time, so the oil-processing tax may replace it in the near future.9  
 
 
Start of Committee 
It is May 21, 1928. Huey Long has just taken power as the 40th governor of Louisiana. He was 
elected on a wave of popular support for his magnetic personality and Democratic platform. His 
first act in office? Fire those who greatly opposed him within the government and replace them 
with his supporters. The current committee are those who remain, supposedly still loyal to Long. 
It is up to you to decide whether you will remain loyal to the demagogue Long, or turn your back 
on his vision. 
 
Overall, it is early 1928 and there are current problems to solve as well as those looming on the 
horizon. Issues immediately facing the committee are concerns from citizens about the sudden 
change in government. There are also political issues such as education, transportation, law 
and order, and oil drilling previously outlined. The economy has also been booming for the past 
decade, but there are whispers of economic uncertainty in the future. 
 
Committee Goals  
This committee will have to balance many tasks. You are responsible for the immediate and 
long term success of Louisiana and its citizens. However, you are also tasked with managing 
the antics of Governor Long who is prone to outbursts and antics that may affect the popular 
support of the committee and the government. Delegates will have to manage both the political 
dealings of Louisiana as well as the social aspect of their lives and Long’s.  

8  “Education," Huey Long's Programs, Long Legacy Project, 
https://www.hueylong.com/programs/education.php. 
9 Elizabeth Kolbert, "The Big Sleazy," The New Yorker, June 12, 2006, 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2006/06/12/the-big-sleazy. 
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Rules of Committee  
While the structure of the Louisiana government does not allow a committee like this to make 
law (please see the section on Louisiana government structure), this committee will serve in a 
sort of “alternate history.” While historically Huey Long did fire many, many government officials 
on the day this committee starts, he did not wholly destroy Louisiana’s government. However, 
for the purposes of this committee and this weekend, this committee will operate as the single 
lawmaking power within the state. You will have full control to pass legislation that will have 
wide-reaching impacts on the citizens of Louisiana. Please keep in mind that Huey may 
exercise a veto power as Governor if it overtly goes against his best interest or his political 
views. This veto would require ⅔ majority of the committee to then overturn.  
 
Positions 
Disclaimer: It would be remiss to not mention that some of these characters held racist, sexist, 
and homophobic viewpoints. While we acknowledge this dark history, there is no place for 
conduct of that kind at HallMUN. Delegates must not bring these opinions or views into 
committee. There will be a zero tolerance policy towards this type of behavior. 
 
Paul N. Cyr - Lieutenant Governor10 
Growing up in small town Louisiana, Paul never thought he would one day become Lieutenant 
Governor of Louisiana. He actually began his working life as a geologist for the Humble Oil 
Company. Alongside this work, he was a well known dentist and was a member of multiple 
private clubs. Often at odds with Long, Cyr views him as incompetent and dangerous for the 
future of a stable Louisiana. 
 
Rose McConnell Long - Wife of Huey Long11 
Although a native of Indiana rather than Louisiana, Rose has grown to love the Bayou State. 
She met her husband, Huey, at a bake off he had held back in 1910. They’ve been married 
faithfully for 15 years and have three children together. While Rose is predominately a 
homemaker, she has a strong and influential connection to Huey. Some of her hobbies include 
baking, sewing, and being an active member of the local PTA.  
 
Earl Long - Brother of Huey Long12 
The younger brother of Huey, Earl Long has been at his side since his birth. He has followed in 
Huey’s footsteps from a young age, likeminded in his career choices. While he is still a young 
man, Huey has already used his position to appoint him as an attorney for insurance collector in 
the Orleans parish. Earl has enjoyed the benefits of being closely related to someone in power, 
but will blood really be thicker than water if Huey starts to grow unpopular? 
 

10 “Dr Paul Narcisse Cyr (1878-1946) - Find A Grave...,” accessed October 19, 2020, 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/114511755/paul-narcisse-cyr. 
11 “Rose McConnell Long,” in Wikipedia, August 4, 2020, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Rose_McConnell_Long&oldid=971246876. 
12 “Earl Long,” in Wikipedia, October 5, 2020, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Earl_Long&oldid=982028228. 
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Seymour Weiss - Chief of Protocol13  
A confidante of Huey, Seymour Weiss is also a well known hotel executive, managing the 
Grunewald Hotel in New Orleans. While Long and Weiss only met during Long’s recent 
campaign, they became fast friends. Known for his “by the bootstraps” attitude, Weiss 
impressed Long who then appointed him as Chief of Protocol. Weiss’ role within the government 
is to maintain Long’s professional appearance to all citizens of Louisiana.  
 
Hodding Carter - Journalist14  
Carter is a young journalist, just beginning his career. He recently completed his graduate 
degree in journalism at Columbia University and is employed as a teaching fellow at Tulane 
University. However, he still pursues his passion of writing and journalism in his freetime. Long 
saw an opportunity in Carter to use him as a mouthpiece for his administration. Interestingly, 
Carter is unsure if he is totally on board with this idea, as well as Huey’s platform.  
 
Monroe Jackson Rathbone - Representative of The Standard Oil Company of Louisiana15 
A prominent figure in the Standard Oil Company of Louisiana, Rathbone was selected by the 
company to represent its interests within Huey Long’s government. Despite Huey’s obvious 
disdain for the company, Long keeps his friends close and his enemies closer. Rathbone is 
looking for a way to get Standard Oil in good graces with the government, one way or another. 
 
Wade Hampton Bynum - Mayor of Baton Rouge16  
Bynum has a background as a successful banker as well as years of experience as Mayor of 
Baton Rouge. He originally was mayor for seven years (1903-1910). However, tragedy struck 
when his brother, who had recently been elected as mayor, passed away. Bynum stepped into 
the role once again five years ago, in 1923. His experience both in political office as well as in a 
business has made him adept at finances with a deep ability in negotiation. 
 
Lee Emmett Thomas - Mayor of Shreveport17 
Thomas was born and raised in Louisiana, but had ventured out for his education to states such 
as New York and Virginia. Upon returning to Louisiana, he worked in the fields of law and 
banking. He previously held the position of State Bank Commissioner several times, only 
resigning when he became Mayor of Shreveport. As mayor, he seeks to advocate for his city, 
particularly in the area of infrastructure improvement which has been one of his goals in office. 
In his free time, Thomas is a member of several social clubs and enjoys lively debate.  
 

13 “Seymour Weiss,” in Wikipedia, September 8, 2020, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Seymour_Weiss&oldid=977368182. 
14 “Hodding Carter,” in Wikipedia, October 8, 2020, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hodding_Carter&oldid=982530245. 
15 Wolfgang Saxon, “Monroe J. Rathbone Dies at 76; Former Exxon. Chief Executive (Published 1976),” 
The New York Times, August 3, 1976, sec. Archives, 
https://www.nytimes.com/1976/08/03/archives/monroe-j-rathbone-dies-at-76-former-exxon-chief-executiv
e.html. 
16 “Bynum Family Papers,” n.d., 10. 
17 Maude Hearn O’Pry, “Biography:  Lee Emmett Thomas,” in Chronicles of Shreveport and Caddo Parish, 
1928, http://files.usgwarchives.net/la/union/bios/lethomas.txt. 
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Arthur J. O’Keefe - Mayor of New Orleans18   
A devout Catholic and permanent New Orleans resident, O’Keefe began his career in the coffee 
import industry. He eventually moved onto the fields of insurance and banking, and then rose 
through the ranks of public office to eventually become Mayor of New Orleans. As mayor, 
O’Keefe is interested in infrastructure like the others. However, he is more concerned with 
budgetary implications and advocates for tolls and cheap solutions to oil and natural gas. 
Unfortunately, O’Keefe is also frequently ill and often needs to step away from office due to 
health reasons. 
 
Francis Williams - Chairman of the Public Service Commission19  
Francis is a longtime resident of Louisiana who has a long history in public service. As the 
current Chairman of the Public Service Commission, Williams is concerned with utilities in the 
state. His main goals are to ensure that the citizens of Louisiana have access to clean water 
and consistent power. Williams is somewhat concerned with Huey Long’s volatile nature and 
worries that his extreme political opinions and outbursts will endanger his ability to do his job 
well.  
 
T.H. Harris - State Superintendent of Public Education20 
Harris has been involved with schooling from an early age. He has worked at schools around 
the state, eventually leading to his current position as the State Superintendent of Public 
Education. In this role, Harris is responsible for the management of all public schools through 
the secondary level. Personally, he is not only dedicated to the education of children and 
teenagers, but also adults. Harris is a likeable man who has been extremely successful in his 
job due to his excellent work ethic and ability to get along well with others.  
 
Percy Saint - State Attorney General21  
Born into a wealthy family, Saint has had the benefit of a prestigious education, including 
degrees from the University of Alabama and Tulane University. His background in law was 
equally elite, having previously worked with the United States Congress. He eventually opened 
his own law practice and was able to build an estate called the Saint House with his earnings. 
He currently serves as the State Attorney General, a position he has held since 1924. Despite 
the fact that Saint remains a part of the government, he is not a supporter of the newly-elected 
Huey Long. Saint is worried that Long’s antics will cross the line of annoyance into law-breaking.  
 
James J. Bailey - Louisiana Secretary of State22 

18 “Administrations of the Mayor’s of New Orleans: O’Keefe,” accessed October 19, 2020, 
http://nutrias.org/~nopl/info/louinfo/admins/okeefe.htm. 
19 “Yazoo M.V.R. v. Louisiana Public Service Commission,” accessed October 19, 2020, 
https://www.casemine.com/judgement/us/5914a676add7b049346db64e. 
20 Carola Lillie Hartley, “Who Was T.H. Harris?,” The Post-Crescent, accessed October 19, 2020, 
https://www.postcrescent.com/story/news/2018/09/18/who-t-h-harris/1347778002/. 
21 “Percy Saint,” in Conservapedia, n.d., https://www.conservapedia.com/Percy_Saint. 
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Bailey was born into a family embroiled in politics and law. He has worked since he was young, 
paying his way through education and life from his earnings. After school, he became a lawyer 
and eventually worked in city government. Now in his third term as Louisiana Secretary of State, 
Bailey is part of the old guard of the state government. In this role, Bailey oversees state 
elections, keeps records, and  Bailey He is wary of Huey Long and unsure if he is truly fit to lead 
the state.  
 
Robert Maestri - Commissioner of Conservation23  
Maestri was born in Louisiana to a family in the furniture business. At a young age he inherited 
the family business and turned his wealth into successful investments in the real estate sector. 
Maestri gained his position of Commissioner of Conservation through an act of obvious political 
patronage by Long. In his position, Maestri is able to directly influence the Louisiana oil markets 
through production quotas. Being a direct appointment by Huey, Maestri is fiercely loyal to the 
Governor. 
  
Alice Le Grosjean - Personal Secretary to Huey Long24 
A different face among the demographics of the Long government is Alice Le Grosjean. As 
Long’s personal secretary, she is responsible for arranging his daily affairs and schedule. She 
has worked with Long since his time as a lawyer and is devoutly loyal to him. She is known for 
her quick wit and ability to plan. During some of Huey’s more uncouth moments, she has been 
able to smooth it over using her connections and PR skills.  
 
Richard W. Leche - Campaign Manager25  
A native of New Orleans, Leche grew up in a middle class family and went on to become a car 
part salesman in Chicago. However, Leche longed to return to his home state of Louisiana. He 
studied law and became a lawyer. Long took notice of Leche after Leche’s failed attempt at 
being elected to the State Senate this year. Long has seen potential in Leche’s ability to 
campaign and for now has appointed Leche to manage his image as well as campaign manager 
for future elections. 
 
Harry D. Wilson - Louisiana Commissioner of Agriculture and Forestry26 
Wilson was born and raised in Southern Louisiana. He has held the position of Louisiana 
Commissioner of Agriculture and Forestry since 1916 and plans to hold it until his death. He is 
extremely passionate about his work. Wilson is extremely popular among the public, having 
been reelected many times to his position. Wilson’s grandfatherly demeanor is known fondly 
throughout the state. He is also close to the entire Long family, particularly with Earl. 

23 “Robert Maestri,” in Wikipedia, July 29, 2020, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Robert_Maestri&oldid=970086872. 
24 “Gov. Long Appoints Woman Aide, 24, To Be Louisiana’s Secretary of State,” New York Times, 
October 9, 1930, 
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1930/10/09/118199023.html?pageNumber=29. 
25 “Richard W. Leche,” in Wikipedia, May 29, 2020, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Richard_W._Leche&oldid=959577117. 
26 “Harry Wilson (Politician),” in Wikipedia, October 12, 2020, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Harry_Wilson_(politician)&oldid=983198775. 
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Wilson T. Peterman - Louisiana Highway Commissioner27  
Peterman received limited schooling and started working at the young age of 13. His early years 
shaped him as he became hardened and determined to become more and more successful. He 
worked his way up to tax collector. Eventually he was elected sheriff of the St. Mary parish. At 
the start of this committee, he has been appointed by Long as the Louisiana Highway 
Commissioner. Long hopes that he will work towards transportation improvement as well as 
safety.  
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